
Carver Parents and Students, 

Happy New Year!  I hope you had a wonderful Christmas Break and are ready for the second semester!  I cannot wait to 
hear about all of the adventures our students went on over the break.   I hope that you were able to read and do math facts 
over the holidays with your child, and that the transition back into school will be a smooth one.   

 

I sure hope some of your New Year’s Resolutions included Carver!  I hope that our Watch Dog Dads have found a day to 
volunteer at Carver, our moms have found a couple of hours to volunteer in the workroom or read with a student.  We have 
lots of opportunities for you at Carver and would love to see you here more if your schedule permits.   

 

Please continue to check your child’s folder each night and keep in contact with your child’s teacher.   

 

I am looking forward to seeing and visiting with you very soon at Carver! 

 

Nancy Bottlinger 

Principal 
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I hope you enjoyed your Holiday Break. It’s a New Year and time to promote some Healthy Habits! To help protect our staff 

and faculty, please remember if you have fever (100.0 or higher) please stay home! If a student is requiring fever-reducing 

medications, they should remain home until they are fever-free for 24 hours without the use of medications. If your child 

has been tested in the doctor’s office for flu and the results are positive, please notify the school. It is important to know which 

type of flu has been detected (type A or B). This information is relayed to the state health department and used to track and 

prepare for the following flu season. We want the best for Carver and our families. Please help us by sending your children 

healthy and ready to learn!  

If your child has borrowed clothing from the nurse, please return washed clothes to the Nurses office. We rely on par-

ents returning clothes in order to have them for future use. I welcome new or gently used pants/shorts for girls and boys be-

tween sizes 6-8 or shoes sizes 10-3. 

Just a reminder, if you received a hearing or vision referral form from me, Please take time over the holidays to 

complete the forms and return them to me. This information is relayed to the state health department at the end of each school 

year. If you need financial assistance, please don’t hesitate to let me know; I have many resources. 

 

          Thank for your cooperation.  
         Kimberly Storey, RN, BSN 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 Back to school 7 
 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 

 
16 17 

 

18 

19 20 MLK Day 

No school 

21 22 23 Bilingual/ELL 
Night 

24 Family  
Friday Lunch 

25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Did You Know? 

 Our secretaries can’t call students to the office when you are “on the way” to pick them up.  They 

may call them down to the office when you arrive 

 Our secretaries are very busy between 2:30 and 3:00.  If you can make transportation changes 

before 2:30, it will be greatly appreciated. 

 Our principal would like for everyone to complete a Volunteer Background Check.  It is located on 

Carver’s website and can be completed on-line.  If you pass the background check, you can work 

with all children at Carver, not just your own child. 

 Ice cream is sold only on Fridays in the cafeteria.  The bars are fifty cents each and our cafeteria 

ladies love it when you send in correct change (or a one dollar bill). 

 Parents can’t “drop off” students in the front parking lot.  You are free to park your car and walk 

your child across at the crosswalk.  If you want to drop off your student, please use the drop off 

lane at the west end of the building. 

 Our counselor, Jack Barber, has retired.  We have a new counselor, Betsy Radmall, who has 

worked in the GISD for a number of years.  She is happy to be at Carver and is anxious to start 

working with our Carver Colts. 
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Librarian’s Corner – 

Margaret Vargo 

Happy New Year!!! Welcome 
back to the Library! This is always 
a good time to remember our reso-
lutions; for me, this includes re-
teaching taking care of books. 
Please continue to help your 
child get books back to the li-
brary on time and in good 
shape. I encourage students to 
keep books in their backpacks 
when they aren’t reading them; this 
way babies, toddlers, and pets 
can’t ruin the books, and the books 
will be here at school when they 
come to the library. I appreciate 
your support!! 

 

January also brings about 
the beginning of the Six 
Flags Read to Succeed 
Program! Detailed infor-
mation will come home 

soon, but just let me say this is a 
great opportunity for your child to 
earn a free ticket to Six Flags while 
doing something they already love 
– reading!! You can read to them 
or they can read to themselves. 
Look for the information sheet in 
your child’s folder! 

 

If any of you have leftover kids’ 
meal toys, party favors, or other 
small toys in good shape, I could 
really use them in our Library 
Treasure Chest. When the entire 
class returns their books on time, 
each child wins a trip to the Treas-
ure Chest. I would be very grateful 
for any contributions!! To those 
who have already done so – many 

thanks!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Art News—Leigh Dufeau & Becky Smiley 

Thank you to those who attended the Carver First Grade 

Fine Arts Night in December.  It was fun for all!  Our 

Carver artists have been busy ushering in the Winter season 

with some “snowy” artwork.  January will be a month to continue 

working on our elements of art and principles of design.  All stu-

dents will be creating awesome clay projects at the end of Janu-

ary. You can expect these projects to go home with the students 

sometime before Spring Break. 

News from Coach Sladecek and Coach Beauchemin 

 

A new year brings new games in PE!  Our unit this month will focus on 
Four Square.  We will continue to play new, exciting games that in-
crease cardiovascular endurance and teach basic skills.  Our Twitter 
account should be up and running shortly so be looking for a permission 
slip and more information on how to follow your child in PE.  Tennis 
shoes are required in PE and your child may bring 
them to change into before class.   

Welcome back! 
This month we will be learning songs about winter, the 
months of the year, and animals!  
Second Grade is going to be working on solfege and 
discovering Sol-Mi patterns.  
First grade is going to start learning the Kodály solfege 
hand signs for Do, Re, and Mi.  
Kindergarten is going to start working on Valentine’s 
Day songs for their Valentine’s program in February; we 
will be announcing more about this soon!  
All grades will be learning more about the composer, 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky and his famous ballet “The Nut-
cracker”. 
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday break! 
Melanie Bonevac 



 

Happy New Year from Pre-K! 

 

Kindergarten News 

This month we will be learning all about the sea-
son of winter. We will discuss about the different 
types of clothing we should wear to keep warm 
and how some winter animals hibernate. We will 
also be reading different kinds of fairy tales. We 
will be acting out stories and retelling stories. 
The children will learn about the different char-
acters in the stories and where the story takes 
place. This month the children will explore the 
many things that can be constructed like homes, 
buildings and cars. They will also learn about 
construction materials that one would use to 
build things. The children will explore different 
types of tools that we use. Some tools are small 
like paintbrushes and others are large like trac-

tors and dump trucks. As always it is im-
portant for you to continue working with 
your child on their letters and letter sounds. 
Your children should start writing some of 
their letters in their name independently and 
soon will be writing their full names inde-
pendently if not already. Please continue 

rhyming with your children at home as well as 
counting. 

We hope you had a wonderful, relaxing 

break and are ready to jump back into 

learning!    This month kindergarten is 

learning about New Years and making 

resolutions, George Washington Carver 

and his contributions to our lives, pen-

guins, ice, winter and many other fascinat-

ing subjects.  We will be participating in 

Aimsweb testing  so please continue 

working on letter naming, sounds, seg-

menting words (c-a-t), number recognition 

to 10, and counting as quickly and as high 

as your kindergartener can in 1 minute.  In 

the classroom, we are working on recog-

nizing numbers from 0-20 and our 

new sight words see, look, they, you, 

of, are, that, and do.  We are looking 

forward to the new year 2014! 

First Grade is Working Hard! 

News from Second Grade 

WELCOME BACK!! Hope everyone had a very 

restful winter break! First graders will be very 

busy this next month. All first graders should be 

reading on a level 10 or above to be considered 

on grade level. This next semester we will be 

focusing not only on their reading level but also 

on their reading fluency. This includes how 

smooth and fast they read. In order to build fluen-

cy they need to read and reread passages and 

their baggie books. Our goal for every first grader 

is to be reading 67+ words per minute.   We will 

be getting back into our routine and it will be very 

important for your child to read, at home, on a 

daily basis. So, be sure they read their 60+ 

minutes every week!!!  

In math, we will be working on fractions, sym-

metry, and fact families. And as always, please 

continue to practice their addition and subtraction 

facts.  In science and social studies, our focus will 

be on weather, force, motion and energy, and 

Martin Luther King.  Thanks for all your continued 

support as we work together, to successfully 

make gains, to reach our end of the year goals!  

Happy New Year! We can’t 

believe it is 2014 already! 

These next five months are 

going to be filled with fun and 

tons of learning. In January 

we begin to learn about his-

torical figures such as 

George Washington Carver and Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. We will begin 

a unit on force and motion. In math 

we will continue our practice of math 

facts and being fluid in addition and 

subtraction. It is so important that 

you continue practicing with your 

child on these math facts and of 

course…. Read at least 15 minutes 

every night with your child. 


